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TABLE 4-3 A Chemical Residue Program:  Comparison of Optimal
Characteristics and Current NRP

Optimal Characteristics3   Current NRP

Comment

Public protection as the
major objective

Focus on prevention

Clear tolerance levels
available on all impor-
tant 'substances

A sampling scheme ade-
quate for prevention

Formal risk assessment

Adequate analytical tools
and testing capacity

A trained inspection
service

Close links to regula-
tory enforcement

Useful information system

Priorities set through
an open process

Public protection
is the major ob-
jective*

Focus is primarily
on detection;
some change since
1981.

All important sub-
stances do not have
tolerance levels.

Sampling scheme is
not adequate for
prevention.

Risk assessment is
not currently done*

Testing capacity has
improved but is
still inadequate*

Current training is
insufficient in
some areas.

Structure of FSIS
tends to discourage
communication*

Systems are adequate
for current needs
but not for antici-
pated problems*

Priorities are set
by a closed pro-
cess.

Meets the objec-
tive*

Some progress made;
still needs improve-
ment *

Progress made;
still needs improve-
ment.

Deficient.

Deficient*

Some improvements
made.

Needs improvement <

The field operations
and NRP need closer
ties.

Still needs improve-
ment.

Deficient.

aFor details of optimal characteristics * see pages 54-58.